Letter No.-NGT-135 /81-7-2021-02(Writ)/2017

From,
Sanjaya Singh,
Secretary,
Department of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh.

To,
The Registrar General,
Principal Bench,
Hon’ble National Green Tribunal,
Copernicus Marg, New Delhi.

Environmnet, Forest & Climate Lucknow : Dated : |g~ March, 2021
Change, Section-7

Sub.: Regarding Submission of Status Report of Uttar Pradesh in pursuant to the
order dated 29.10.2020 in the matter of OA No. 65/2020, In Re: Sushil Raghav Versus
State of Uttar Pradesh & Ors.

Sir,

In compliance of the order dated 29.10.2020 passed by the Hon’ble Tribunal in
OA No. 65/2020, In Re: Sushil Raghav Versus State of Uttar Pradesh & Ors., the Status
Report of Government of Uttar Pradesh is enclosed herewith duly approved by Chief
Secretary, U.P.

It is requested that the Status Report may be presented before the Hon’ble
Tribunal for kind consideration.

Yourg Sincerely,

Secretary.
vV



Status Report in compliance of directions of Hon’ble National Green

Tribunal dated 29-10-2020 in OA no. 65/2020 Shushil Raghav Vs. State of

Uttar Pradesh & Ors.

1. Hon’ble National Green Tribunal in OA no. 65/2020 Shushil Raghav Vs.

|

State of Uttar Pradesh & Ors. passed directions for protection and
restoration of water bodies for the environment. The operative portion of
the said order dated 29-10-2020 is reproduced as below:-

................. 5(6). However, we wish to add a further direction having
bearing on the subject. We have already noted the significance of
protection and restoration of water bodies for the environment. The
protection of water bodies not only add to availability of water for
different purposes, it also contributes to recharge of ground and
maintaining e-flow in the rivers, is congenial to micro climate in sub-
watersheds as well as enhancing the natural aesthetics. While the rain
water harvesting is certainly important, harvesting surplus water during
excessive rains from any areas of catchment needs to be optimized by
enhancing the capacity of the existing ponds/water bodies, creation of
water harvesting structures in the sub-watersheds to the extent possible,
apart from setting up of additional water bodies/water harvesting
structures wherever viable, utilizing available funds including under
MGNREGA and involving the community at large at every level. Gram
Panchayats can certainly play a significant role in the matter. Once
adequate capacity enhancement of waterbodies takes place, excess
flood/rain water can be channelized by using appropriate water
harvesting techniques. This action needs to be coordinated by the District
Magistrates in coordination with the Department of Irrigation and Flood
Control or other concerned Departments such as Department of Rural
Development/Urban Development/Local Bodies/Forests/Revenue etc.
The District Magistrate may as far as possible hold a meeting of all the
stakeholders for the purpose as per the District Environment Plan or
Watershed Plan within one month from today. The District Magistrates
may also ensure that as far as possible atleast one pond/water body
must be restored in every village, apart from creation of any new
pond/water body.




5(7). Action taken in this regard may be compiled at State level and
reports furnished to the Chief Secretaries of the States by the concerned
District Magistrates. Consolidated report of the State may thereafter be
forwarded to the CPCB preferably by 31.08.2020 and CPCB may cover
this aspect also in its meeting........ i
7 S we direct the Chief Secretary, UP to hold a meeting with all
District Magistrates by video conferencing within one month from today
to address the issue and to prepare G uniform action plan applicable
throughout State of UP for identification and protection of water bodies.
8. We also request the Monitoring Committee constituted by this
Tribunal headed by Justice 5. V.S. Rathore, former Judge of the Allahabad
High Court to monitor compliance and furnish its independent report in
the matter by e-mail at judicial-ngt@gov.in preferably in the form of
searchable PDF/ OCR Support PDF and not in the form of Image PDF.
9. Further action taken report as on 28.02.2021 may be filed by the Chief
Secretary, U.P. before the next date by e-mail at judicialngt@gov.in
preferably in the form of searchable PDF/ OCR Support PDF and not in
the form of Image PDF.”

2. The status report on the compliance of above directions of Hon’ble NGT
is as below: :

i.  Environment, Forest and Climate Change Department, Uttar
Pradesh vide its letter dated 16-07-2020 has issued directions to all
the concerned departments like Panchayati Raj, Irrigation and
Water Resources, Rural Development, Minor Irrigation and
Ground Water, Revenue Department besides all the District
Magistrates for participating in the workshop for preparation of
Action Plan for restoration of lake/ponds and wetlands on the
format as prescribed by CPCB. It was also communicated that the
format for the preparation of the Action Plan has been made
available on the Web Portal www.upecp.in.

ii. That, Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Uttar Pradesh in
coordination with Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board has
organised a training programme on 23-07-2020 wherein District
level officials of concerned departments Were given training on
restoration of lake/ponds and wetlands. The workshop was

V attended by all the concerned stake holders. The detail of
/
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proceeding of workshop dated 23-07-2020 is enclosed as marked

as Annexure No. 1. ;

{ii, That Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board has prepared a
Guideline for Action Plan for the Restoration of Lakes/Ponds and
Wetlands. The guideline covers following crucial issues related to
restoration of the wetland :

a. Format for the preparation of Action Plan.

b. Procedure to identify the wetlands and allotment of unique ID
for each identified wetland.

c. Nomination of Nodal department for each wetland.

d. Preparation of survey map.

e. Monitoring of the water quality of each wetland with respect to
pH, Total Dissolved Solid, Dissolved Oxygen, Bio-Chemical
Oxygen Demand, Chemical Oxygen Demand, Total Coliform,
Faecal Coliform.

£ In-situ Treatment Technologies etc.

The guideline prepared by UPPCB has been circulated to all the
concerned departments and stakeholders.

3. That in order to ensure regular and effective monitoring, Board of
Revenue Uttar Pradesh has developed a monitoring portal on its website
bor.up.nic.in wherein dedicated link for removal of encroachments from
lake, ponds and wetlands has been provided. The Action Taken Reports
related to removal of encroachments from lake, ponds and wetlands is
uploaded on the said website for regular monitoring of the State.

4. In compliance of the directions of Hon’ble National Green Tribunal dated
29-10-2020 Chief Secretary, Uttar Pradesh held a meeting on 18-11-2020
through Video Conferencing with all the 75 District Magistrates of the
State. In the said meeting higher officials of Home, Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Revenue Board were present. Chief Secretary, Uttar
Pradesh has issued directions to all the District Magistrates for time
bound compliance on the following:-

i All lake, ponds and water bodies to be identified based upon
revenue records and mapping of encroachments be done on priority
basis.
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ii. Enforcement drives to be undertaken for removal of encroachment
on regular basis and the progress should be uploaded on the
website of Board of Revenue.

iii. After removal of the encroachment from waterbodies, the Action

Plan for their restoration be prepared based upon the guidelines of

Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board and submitted to

Environment, Forest and Climate Change Department, Uttar

Pradesh.

The minutes of meeting dated 18-1 1-2020 is enclosed as marked as
Annexure No. 2.

That Chief Secretary, Uttar Pradesh reviewed the progress of
compliance on 21-12-2020 and directed all the District Magistrates to
submit Action Plan for identification and restoration of wetlands. That the
Chief Secretary again reviewed the status of compliance on 15-02-2021
and issues directions that Action Plan for restoration of wetlands be
prepared within one month with due intimation to Environment, Forest
and Climate Change Department, Uttar Pradesh. The minutes of meeting
dated 15-02-2021 is enclosed as marked as Annexure No. 3.

5. The Oversight Committee constituted by Hon’ble National Green
Tribunal has also reviewed the status of compliance of directions of
Hon’ble National Green Tribunal through Video Conferencing on 10-03-
2021. The Oversight Committee in its compliance report submitted before
Hon’ble National Green Tribunal in O.A. No. 325/2015 Lt. Col.
Qarvadaman Singh Oberoi Vs. Union of India and Ors. on 01-10-2020
has recorded the Ground Water Management in Mathura and Restoration
work in Gautam Buddha Nagar as one of the best practices for
Restoration of Water Bodies. The related portion of the report of
Oversight Committee is being reproduced as below :

i Ground Water Management in Mathura :

Under the Jal Shakti Abhiyan, the administration is taking steps to

improve the water quality in the district. The simple mechanical

interventions like digging ponds and rains raised the readiness to
tap water which increased groundwater level. During May 2019 —

Aug 2020, the decline in TDS is visible. An award of excellence

had been presented to District Magistrate of Mathura at Water

Innovation Summit, 2020 under the category “Rejuvenating Water
b;// Bodies: Innovation in a City Landscape”.
e




6.

1.
Rejuvenation and restoration of ponds in
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh was done with the help

Restoration work in Gautam Buddha Nagar :
district Gautam Buddha

of private sector. Shri

B.N Singh in a meeting informed that a Public-Private Partnership

initiative was started by him last year

wherein the district

administration joined hands with reputed companies and ponds

were given for 5 to 10 years on lease/licence for heavy plantation

in catchment areas, which was done

by the private companies. To

avoid any misuse, a specific condition was laid down that no
private company would have any lien or right on issuance of lease

or license to it. Under this initiative, 51
dug up and more than 1000 ponds de-silted.
need of mud were permitted to dig out
ponds by removing silt from their beds. Such
to be a success with proper coordination

and private sector.

new ponds have so far been

Private companies, in

and deepen the depth of

schemes would prove

and co-operation of State

That 29 Districts have submitted the Action Taken Report related to
:dentification and Action Plan for restoration of lake, ponds and wetlands.

The summary of the Action Taken Reports receive
as compiled below:-

d from 29 Districts is

F.No. Name of District No. of wetlands No. of action
identified for plans prepared
action plan for restoration
1. Ambedkar Nagar 168 168 1
= Lucknow 242 Under Preparation
3 Kanpur(Nagar) 356 172
4. Saharanpur 1101 408
5. Hardoi 463 463
6. Unnao 647 647
Zs Mainpuri 82 82
8. Kanpur(Dehat) 9 9
9. Behraich 70 70
10. Muzaffar Nagar 632 632
Ll Bulandshahar 1263 1263
12 Hathras 38 19
13. Deoria ] 19 19
14. Gazipur 5 5
13; Etawah 168 168
16. Amroha 407 30 |
o
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Firozabad 1187 6935 B
18. Jhansi 198 160
19. Auraiya 508 Under Preparation
20. Etah 251 5
21. Shamli 363 348
22, Bijnor 815 515
23 Pilibhit 331 331
| 24 Rampur 60 60
|25, Chitrakoot 849 849
26. Gorakhpur 67 67
27, Ghaziabad 238 -
}; 28. Kushinagar 1902 10
29. Bareilly 25 25
B Total 12164 7220 |

7. That the State and Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board are regularly
monitoring the compliance of directions of Hon’ble NGT for
: dentification and restoration of the lake, ponds and wetlands in the State.
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